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As we continue to build on the Legacy of the first 50 years of the Midland
Park Marching Band we will be working on a show that pushes the creative
ability of the staff and students. This show will allow all of us display the
technical and artistic skills that we have been developing over the past few
seasons.

We will continue to be the band Othatnever stood still,O while will adapt
to the most current drill and musical trends. | encourage all of you to work
hard and give it your all to make the OPowerof WaterO the most powerful
presentation we have ever done.

The handbook has a few changes but as always remember that we all
need to be committed to sucess100% for this seasonto be successful. If you
have questions or need help contact your officers or the staff!!! Have a great
ride down the river of the 2008seasonand hopefully we will all stay dry!!!

This book contains the following:

1. Introduction

2. Early SeasonDates

3. Attendance Policy

4. Uniform Guidelines

5. Performance Guidelines

6. Your Own Equipment

7. Staff Roster/ Officer Roster

8. Parent Guideline Page/ Parent Sign Up Sheet
9. Fundraising System

10. Directions



Before we can begin this journey, however, it is important to understand
that there are certain guidelines that must be followed in order for us to be
prepared for success. Pleaseread through the information in this handbook
very carefully. It contains important dates, many new rules, and other
information that you will need to be familiar with. Pay particular attention to
the attendance policy, since it must be signed by you (the student) and you (the
parent) and returned to me before the August 16 rehearsal.

Being a member of the Midland Park High School Marching Band affords you
many opportunities. It also binds you to many responsibilities including the
following:

*You are expectedto work cooperatively with all staff members and other
students.

*You must memorize all of your music by August 26.

*You must report promptly to ALL rehearsals,performances, and
functions.

*You must practice your music and/or guard work regularly.

*You must give it your "BESTSHOT" every time, all the time.

| am very excited about beginning the 2008 MPHS Marching Band Season.
Every member of this group has so much to offer, and together we will achieve
greatness! Remember..Although perfection can never be attained, it must
always be the goal!

Work hard...HAVE FUN!



ATTENDANCE POLICY 2008
(SAVE THIS COPY)

The attendance policy for the Marching Band is actually quite simple. All rehearsals, performances, and
activities listed in the calendar are MANDATORY. When joining the Marching Band, you accept the
rehearsal/performance calendar as your personal responsibility. Realize that successful performances can only be
achieved through effective rehearsals. Absences from rehearsals have a significant effect on the band's
ability to move ahead. Since we must perform as a complete group, it is therefore imperative that we rehearse as
one.

| do understand that we do experience conflicts with sports. | spend much of the fall season resolving
these conflicts. There are some giudlines that | follow. A performance is more important than practice...This
means if you have soccer practice (just an example) and a band performance at the same time, | expect you to be
with the band. The opposite is true. Band is not always the priority but it cannot be ignored. The most important
aspect in resolving these problems is telling Mr. Marks at least one full week in advance.

Preparation

You are required to be prepared for each rehearsal so that rehearsals may begin on time. That means that
you are at the field with your instrument, music, pencil, drill book (with your spot highlighted ), and other
necessary materials ready to start. Students should arrive approximately a half-hour to fifteen minutes before
each meeting time (performances and practices) This may be changed on special occasions and students should
be aware of announcements that made about meeting times. Section leaders will begin warm-ups ten minutes
before rehearsal is scheduled to begin.

Absences

An absence from rehearsal occurs when a student misses a complete rehearsal or when he or she is more
than thirty minutes late. Excused absences from rehearsal are limited to the following:

* Personal illness which confines you at home (excused absence from school)

* Death in the family

* Religious holiday (please notify the Band Director in advance)

* Other prearranged absences approved by the Band Director (one week advance notice

required (this includes sports))

Unexcused absences include reasons not listed above. Remember that you have regularly scheduled
rehearsals which have been given to you long in advance. Please make sure that you do not schedule college
visits, medical or dental appointments, academic tutoring, private music instruction, or any other activity during
these specified times.

If you believe that a conflict is unavoidable, see Mr. Marks as far in advance as possible. Often times,
options can be worked out with other teachers, etc. that will make it unnecessary to miss marching band rehearsal.
(With advance notice things can be worked out.)

Unexcused absences and tardiness will result in disciplinary action.

Unexcused tardiness first offense:  Student conference with Band Director
Second offense: Phone call to parent
Third offense: Suspension from one performance
Subsequent offenses will be dealt with accordingly, and may lead to expulsion from the group.

Unexcused absence first offense:  Student conference with Band Director, phone call to parent.
Second offense:  Suspension from one performance.
Third offense:  Expulsion possible from the group.



If you miss a rehearsal for any reason, the staff reserves the right to prohibit you from marching in the next
performance, if they feel that you are not adequately prepared. Several missed rehearsals may result in your
expulsion from the group.

Communication

Communication of absences must be done directly through the Band Director only! For example, you
cannot tell someone to tell the Director that you will be absent. Even if the reason is legitimate, this will be
considered an unexcused absence. The communication must be made in person from student to Director, and
all advance absence requests must be provided in writing from a parent. If you are sick at home, it is helpful if you
or your parent call in to notify the Director that you will not be present at rehearsal. The Band Office phone number
is 444-7400 ext.225. Absences due to illness must be followed up with a note from home confirming the
validity of the absence.

The success of the Midland Park High School Marching Band is dependent upon the dedication and attendance
of all members of the group. Absences and tardiness from rehearsals have a significant effect on the band's ability
to move ahead. The attendance policy, as stated in the Band Handbook, is aimed at providing a positive working
and learning environment for all students in order to attain the highest level of achievement and performance.

Student Agreement

l, , have read the MPHS Marching Band Attendance Policy as
stated in the band handbook. | realize the importance that my attendance plays in the success of the marching
band, and | agree to abide by the guidelines stated in this policy.

Signature Date

Parental Agreement
I/We, the parent(s) of , have read the MPHS Marching Band Attendance Policy
as stated in the Band Handbook. I/We agree to help our son/daughter to fulfill his/her obligation .

Signature(s) Date

Signature(s) Date

Please sign and return one copy of this attendance policy to Mr. Marks by Saturday
August 16, 2008
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visits, medical or dental appointments, academic tutoring, private music instruction, or any other activity during
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options can be worked out with other teachers, etc. that will make it unnecessary to miss marching band rehearsal.
(With advance notice things can be worked out.)
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Third offense: Suspension from one performance
Subsequent offenses will be dealt with accordingly, and may lead to expulsion from the group.

Unexcused absence first offense:  Student conference with Band Director, phone call to parent.
Second offense:  Suspension from one performance.
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and learning environment for all students in order to attain the highest level of achievement and performance.
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l, , have read the MPHS Marching Band Attendance Policy as
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as stated in the Band Handbook. I/We agree to help our son/daughter to fulfill his/her obligation .

Signature(s) Date

Signature(s) Date

Please sign and return one copy of this attendance policy to Mr. Marks by Saturday
August 16, 2008



Guidelines for wearing the
Midland Park High School
Marching Band Uniform

GENERAL RULES:

*

Everyone must maintain the same level of dress at all times this includes the following items.

- Uniform Pants -Uniform Raincoat

- Uniform Top -Inform Gloves

- Jacketinsert

- Uniform Shoes -Black Socks **

- Uniform Hat (Helmets) -White Undershirt**

** Not Provided by the band

* k%

At all performance students must bring there dress down uniform as well. This consists of:
-Show sirt (color will be specified) -Warm Up Suits

The Helmet (hat) MUST be kept upright at all times. When not being worn, it must be held in the
right hand with the first knuckle of the fingers of the right hand on the brim. The chin strap should
hang straight down. The helmet should NEVER be carried by the plume or upside down by the strap.

The helmet must always be worn properly, NEVER BACKWARDS!

Gloves are to be kept asclean aspossible at all times. When they are not being worn, they should be
tucked under the left epaulette of the uniform. Gloves may be taken home and washed but they must be
hung to dry (Dryer will melt gloves) Students are responsible return gloves to the uniform room before
the next performance day.

Uniform Shoesshould always be kept clean and polished (we will do this together before each
performance).

Any clothing worn underneath the uniform must not be visible. Thermal Underwear is suggested in
colder temperatures. For all occasionsit should be understood that the student may need to changein a
large room or bus and should wear appropriate undergarments. (this includes printed or colored
underwear, long johns, sweaters, etc.)

Jewelry (rings, watches, earrings), and heavy makeup may not be worn while in uniform, unlessit is
part of a specific costume. Hair longer than collar length must be worn up in the Helmet.

The MPHS Marching Band Uniform may only be worn by members exclusively for performances.

Damage to or loss of any part of the uniform is YOUR financial responsibility.
In extreme weather conditions additional clothing may permitted at the desecration of the staff.
Students should be encouraged to bring extra clothing on the bus if it is necessary.



A uniform can only representwhat those who wear the uniform want it to represent. When
you wear your uniform, rememberwho you are and how hard you have worked, and you
will project an image of PRIDE and DIGNITY that will command RESPECT!

NOT ALLOWED WHILE IN UNIFORM:
*  Running

*  Shouting (Unless called for in performance or in the line of
duty)

*  Swearing

*  Smoking

*  Spitting

*  Public Displays of Affection

*  Cell Phones and Texting (only allowed on the bus)

*  Any other inappropriate public behavior.



*

Performance
Guijdelines

and other important information

Sitin the assignedareaand play your instrument only when the band plays
together.

Bring all of your music in a FUNKY (flip folder containing pep tunes) with a lyre

(clip on instrument to hold funky) to all gamesand rehearsals.

*

Watch for the Director or Drum Majors when they are in front of the
band. Get music ready quickly and be ready to start playing.

Complete uniforms will beworn at all times in the proper manner.
Cheer with the cheerleadersand support the team.

ALWAYS play in a musical manner. Even outdoors, you can play in
tune, with a good tone quality, good articulations, and good dynamics.
Our marching band is first and foremost a MUSICAL organization.

The Color Guard will practice during the first half of most football
game during the competition seasonor asdirected by the Captains and
Instructors.

During the third quarter, refreshments may be purchased from the
concession stands if time allows. Students should always bring lunch

on performance days unlesstold otherwise. There may not be a set
lunchtime but students are allowed to eat during the 15 minute dressing time.

You must be able to answer the following question on demand: What does DSG stand
for? Donald S George. Failure to know this information will causeyou to be
assigned a punishment by the student leaders.

Please be careful not to spill anything on your uniform. You may not

bring food or drinks into the stands. You may not accept food or drink from parents
in the stands. Rain Coats should be buttoned while eating if weather conditions
permit.

Always observerules for wearing the marching band uniform.

When visiting other venues, always be respectful of their grounds and

buildings.

When you are not seatedwith the band (for example, getting refreshments at a
competition, or going to the rest room) you must travel in a group of at leastthree
band members or with a chaperone. This is for your protection.



* Your performance and behavior at gamesand competitions determines
the way in which our band is perceived by the public. Always conduct
yourself with PRIDE, and you will be worthy of their RESPECT!

x While attending competitions and football games students ARE NOT ALLOWED to
BRING BACKPACKS or WORK INTO THE STANDS. If a competition is longer
than three hours you will be permitted to return to the bus with a chaperoneto do
homework for the difference in time. The only exception to this rule is our own show
and Championship Events where no work may be done.

The following is an example:
Competition is 5 hours (Determined by scheduled times)
You will be allowed a two hour period that will be determined
by the director to do homework on the bus.

* Chaperonesare present at all gamesand competitions, and are there to
help you. Pleasebe courteous and cooperative at all times.

* You must be able to respond to the following statement on demand: What is the
concept? One Band One Sound. Failure to know this information will causeyou to be
assigned a punishment by the student leaders.

* Following eachgame or competition, we will parade back to the band room or buses.
You may not leave any event early, unless prior arrangements are made with the

Director. When permission is granted, you must leave accompanied by your own

parents ONLY , and you must report to the Director with them prior to your

departure.

* You are responsible for your own personal property. Therefore, it is suggestedthat
expensive items are not brought on bus trips. Ipod type devices are only permitted
on bussesfor trips longer than 30 minutes.

* All instrument cases must be labeled.
And a few heavy duty rules and regulations...

* The use of drugs or alcohol will result in immediate expulsion from the MPHS
Marching Band. Staff and chaperonesmay inspect students property when necessary.

RULES AND SANCTIONS OF MIDLAND
PARK HIGH SCHOOL CONCERNING THE
USE OF DRUGS AND ALCOHOL WILL BE
STRICTLY ENFORCED AT ALL TIMES!

*REMEMBER.....You are representing Midland Park High School and the Town of
Midland Park. Please be courteous and cooperative at all times. The guidelines stated
above are for your safety and well-being, and for ensuring a terrific musical and
educational experience.



Your Equiprment...Your
Responsioilitylll

Every member of the MPHS Marching Band assumesresponsibility for the equipment that they use throughout
the season. Whether your equipment is owned by the school or by yourself, there are certain guidelines to
which each member must adhere. The first general rule is that nobody is permitted to use, play, or try anyone
else'sequipment at any time. Additionally, there are certain types of equipment and/or accessoriesthat you
may be required to purchase. The list below is a suggestion for eachinstruement:

Flute & Piccolo: Instruments must be swabbed after each use, and must be swabbed and polished prior to
each performance.
*Cleaning equipment requirement: Cleaning rod with cotton handkerchief
Clarinet: Instruments must be swabbed after each use, and prior to each performance.
*Mouthpiece recommendation: Vandoren B45
*Reed recommendation: Mitchell Lurie, Vandoren
*Ligature recommendation: Rovner
*Cleaning equipment requirement; Cotton cleaning swab
Alto/Tenor Sax: Instruments must be swabbed after each use, and must be swabbed and polished prior to
each performance.
*Mouthpiece requirement: (Alto)Meyer 5M Hard Rubber/ Otto Link 5 Star
(Tenor)Meyer 6M Hard Rubber/Otto Link 6 Star
*Reed recommendation: Vandoren Blue or Java
*Ligature recommendation: Rovner
*Cleaning equipment requirement; Cleaning swab or Pad Saver, mouthpiece brush,
neck brush.
Trumpet/Mello/Bari: All valves and slides must be kept lubricated. Tubing must be flushed with warm water

once a week. Mouthpieces must be cleaned at least once a week. Instruments must be

polished prior to eachperformance. Silver polish should be used with silver plated

instruments.

*Cleaning equipment requirement: Trombone (yes, trombone, even for trumpets and
mellos) snake brush, mouthpiece brush, slide cream, valve oil.

Trombone: All valves and slides must be kept lubricated. Tubing must be flushed with warm water
once a week. Mouthpieces must be cleaned at least once a week. Instruments must be
polished prior to each performance.

*Cleaning equipment requirement: Trombone snake brush, mouthpiece brush, slide
cream, water spray bottle.

Sousaphone: Bits, neck, and mouthpiece must be removed from the body of the sousaphone prior to
putting it in the case. All valves and slides must be kept lubricated. Tubing must be
flushed with warm water once a week. Mouthpieces must be cleaned at leastonce a
week. Instruments must be polished prior to eachperformance. Silver polish should be
used with silver plated instruments.
*Cleaning/maintenance equipment requirement: Tuba snake brush, mouthpiece
brush, slide cream, valve oil, soft bath sheetto protect bell in case.



Staff Roster Page

Mr. Marks - Band Director - email:
banddirector@mphsarts.org
All final decisions will be made by Mr. Marks

Mr. MulZ - Assistant Band Director - Color Guard Instructor

Mr. Peters - Assistant Band Director - Band

Ms. Peters - Assistant Color Guard

Mr. Garde - Musical Arranger

Mr. Prokop - Percussion Instructor

Mr. Fisher - Percussion Instructor / Arranger

Marching Band Officers 2008-2009

Drum Majon - Tim Vorderstrasse

Drum Majon - Al Deppe
Band Caption - Jessica Vorderstrasse
Band Caption - Eric Fieck
Band Caption - Kim Fuhr
Color Guard Captain- Shannon Linde

Color Guard Captain - Adele Touhey



Parent Page (S)

In order for the Marching Band to have successfulyear, there five main things for
parents to understand.

1. The program is designed to teach students musical and life skills. The staff expects
the students to have a high level of responsibility. We realize that parents can assist
the younger students but asmuch as possible this should be a student driven
experience.

2. It is important to remember that the band does everything the together asa unit and
in the sameway. Students are not allowed to move their seatsduring gamesor take
food from parents in the stands. They must stay part of the group at all times. Please
do your best to respect this boundary so that your child does not feel like they are in an
awkward situation.

3. Parentsare crucial to the successof the program. Certain aspectsof the program rely
on parent participation . First, is the participation at eventsthroughout the
season(gamesand competitions). We ask that eachparent sign up to help at one or
more performances. This involves helping to load, unload, and move equipment. The
equipment is all on wheels and easyto handle.

The second event is Music in the Park. At this event, Oct. 12, we expect every
parent to help. This fundraiser provides much of the funding for the marching band
program. The event requires many hours of planning in all areas. Theseareasinclude;
sponsorship, publicity, tickets, food, and logistics. You can be involved in many
capacitiesbut we would like everyone to play arole in making this day a success.

4. Pleaseunderstand that all the students have a responsibility to the group. By joining
the group they are agreeing to follow all the guidelines in this book. Don't ask your
child to break theserules. Eachchild is crucial to the successof the band. If achild is
not present the band can not perform to its full potential. We are a small group and
one missing member can causea spaceon the field that distorts the drill (field designs)
and music for all the others involved. We do realize that eventsin your family occur
and we appreciate their importance, but we would ask that you consider all the
members of the group when a conflict arises. Pleasecontact Mr. Marks with conflicts
assoon as possible.

5. Last but not least is fan support. The students love to perform for a responsive
crowd. Family needsto be there asmuch aspossible and cheer asloudly aspossible.
You will seethat the band responds to this support and it is the only thing any of you
cando to help the performance oncethe band takesthe field. Admission to events can
be anywhere from $2to $15per ticket depending on event and location.



Parent FAQ's

1. How much does Marching Band Cost? Students are only
responsible for the cost of the Fall Trip, Shoes (1st year only), Camp fee, Dry
Cleaning and Guard Ouitfit pieces. This is not all due at once. Itis paid in
different installments and all can be fundraised (see fundraising page)

Total Cost for 2008

1. Returning Band Member - $245 (Camp, Dry Clean, & Trip)
2. New Member Band - $265 (above plus shoes)
3. Returning Member Guard $245 (Camp, Dry Clean, & Trip)
4. New Member Guard $265 (above plus shoes)

2. Where are uniforms kept? All uniforms are kept in the band room at
all times. Uniforms are sent out to the cleaners as a group when necessary
(approx. every 3 weeks)

3. Are there any parent positions within the band program?
The Midland Park Performing Arts Parents have many positions that exist to help
the marching band. These include : Competition Chair, Competition Assistant,
Sponsorship, Spirit, EQuipment, and others. If you are interested contact Mrs.
Weinrich for more information.

4. Can students eat while with the band? Students are only able to
eat in uniform when the entire band is given permission. Before changing into
uniform students may eat in the band room. At no point can students eat in the
stands during any performance. Food may not be brought back to the band
room after games. The students are encouraged to stay away from any food
item that can stain.

5. Do practices always end on time? The practice schedule is
designed to follow a 2 hour time slot (in most cases) If one student is late, the
entire group may be held to make up this time. Be aware that the students are
normally asked to be there between 15 to 30 minutes before the practice begins.
This allows for the field to be setup for the start of practice. No students are
allowed to leave until the entire group is dismissed by the Staff or Drum Major.




Fundraising & Student Accounts

| realize that having children is expensive and all decisions concerning the band program
are made with that in mind. Below you will find the fundraising system we use. No
student will be excluded from an event do to monetary issues. Please contact me with &
situations that arise.

The MP Performing Arts Parents maintains the accounting of all fundraising. The proces
followed is decided by the trustees of the Parents Association.

1. Individual Fundraisers give students credit. Each student has an individual accoun
with the parents association. This account can be used for any department function
(Instrumental, Choral, Dramatic) The students can participate in all fundraisers that are
provided to the groups which they are involved in. Fundraisers can come from teacher
from the performing arts parents but all the money goes to the same place.

2. This account is maintained throughout their school career. At the end of their
senior year all money left is put in the general fund. At no time is fundraising money paic
to astudentfor anyreason.

3. Each fundraiser has a different profit margin. Please understand that they are
usually between 25% and 50% but students can ask the director for details.

4. A written notefrom parentamustbe submittedto useaccountmoneyfor a
department expense.

5. If a student loses items that are department property(instrument, uniform, books)
the item may be replaced with account money without authorization.

6.  Generally the following applies to trips. Each year the band program has a fall
marching band tour and a spring broadway trip. On even school years (by spring date)
the concert band will take a spring overnight trip 3-6 days. On odd school years the
concert band will take a day trip. All trip decisions are made by the band staff in
conjunction with the Board of Education and the High School Administration.



2008 MPHS Marching Band
Calendar

The following page contains the Marching Band Calendar for the 2008 Fall
Season. You are required to attend all rehearsals, performances, and activities.
Pleaseseethe pagesentitled "ATTENDANCE POLICY" for further information.

REHEARSALS WILL NEVER BE CANCELED DUE TO BAD WEATHER!

In the event of inclement weather, rehearsalswill be held in an indoor facility
which will be announced that day, either by school P.A. announcement or on
the Band Room Board.

***Pleaseremember that staff members and section leaders reserve the right to
require additional sectional rehearsals. In these cases,it is the responsibility of
the staff member or section leader to determine a mutually agreeabletime to
rehearse. Theserehearsalsare just asimportant asthose that are listed on the
calendar, and attendance will be taken.

THIS CALENDAR IS TENTATIVE..THERE MAY BE SOME
ALTERATIONS.

ANY CHANGES WILL BE MADE WITH AS MUCH ADVANCE NOTICE
AS POSSIBLE!M!

PLEASE DO NOT SCHEDULE ANY APPOINTMENTS, FAMILY

GATHERINGS, OR COLLEGE VISITS, ETC. THAT WILL CONFLICT
WITH REHEARSALS OR PERFORMANCES!! YOU HAVE MADE A
COMMITMENT TO THE MPHS MARCHING BAND, AND HAVE
THEREFORE AGREED TO ADHERE TO THIS CALENDAR.




Conflict Sheet2008- Septemberl - Novemberl

Practices (week night)

All are 7 - 9 (6:45 report) unless noted

September 2*, 4*, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25

October 2, 7, 87, 14, 16, 21, 22", 28

Different Time "Wednesday!!!

Practices (weekend) There will also be practice before every performance!

September 6, 13
October 11

Football Games

September 19 - At Waldwick (Night)
September 27 - At Pompton Lakes (Day)
October 4 - At EImwood Park (Day)
October 24 - At Waldwick (Night)
October 31 - At Hawthorne (Night) ????

Competitions

September 14 - NYSFBC at East Ramapo NY

September 20 - NYSFBC at Copaigue NY

September 27 - USSBA at Pequannock HS (Night)

October 5 - NYSFBC at Division Ave - Levittown, NY

October 12 - MUSIC IN THE PARK XI atMPHS

October 18 - NJ State Marching Band Festival at Wayne Hills HS
October 25 - NYSFBC at Phoenix, NY

October 26 - NYSFBC Championships Syracuse NY






