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October 8, 2023

Marie C. Cirasella, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Dear Midland Park Families, Community Partners, and Guests,

Can you hear the music? We are proud that our district community will gather for Music in the Park
XXVI, one of the most anticipated events of the school year. The district is proud to host this annual
competition, which will feature the amazing student musicians of the MPHS Marching Band
performing in exhibition. We are excited that 9 of our state’s high school bands will march in
competition at the event. With an eye toward our musical future, we are pleased that the Highland
Elementary School Band will also perform in exhibition.

This year’s MPHS Marching Band show, "or/and,” tells the musical story of a high school student
grappling with life’s many choices—will one’s life journey be in the arts, athletics, or academia? Or,
will the journey be a uniquely individual blend of many pursuits? The questions and answers you will
see told through music and dance will both inspire and delight!
 
Music in the Park is an outstanding example of excellence in music education and community
collaboration. The Midland Park Board of Education joins me in thanking MPHS Band Directors Mr.
David Marks and Mr. Chaz Sheridan for their leadership and guidance, without which this event
would not be possible. Special gratitude must go to our student performers, band staff, Midland Park
Performing Arts Parents (PAPs) President Mrs. Joanna Van Vliet and Music in the Park’s
Chairperson Mrs. Kristen Sharo. Finally, we are grateful to the band directors, student performers,
and parents associated with all participating bands for their valuable roles in making this event so
memorable.

On behalf of all in our district, I extend sincere congratulation to everyone involved in Music in the
Park XXVI—may you enjoy a wonderful day of beautiful music and remarkable showmanship!



MIDLAND PARK JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL
250 Prospect Street

Midland Park, New Jersey 07432

Nicholas J. Capuano
Principal

October 8, 2023

Dear Guest,

I welcome you to this annual fall event, Music in the Park XXVI. This year’s Midland Park Marching
theme is "or/and" and it is about the thoughts of a high school student trying to decide his way in life.
Does he want to be the scholar, partier, or artist? Life is about choices. Sometimes we don’t have to
choose from the extremes but rather we can bring things together to make our own path. For the
past twenty-six years, this event has allowed us to experience the outstanding talents of young
musicians and be entertained by neighboring Marching Bands.

There will be nine bands performing today in addition to MPHS and Highland doing exhibition
performances. Each musician has put their greatest effort forward and has come together to perform as
one common unit. Through discipline and dedication, this event will enable young performers to shine.

I congratulate all the student performers and band directors for their commitment and hard work that
has enabled them to reach this point. It takes pride and perseverance to be successful and at the end
of the day, everyone is a winner!

Special recognition goes to Midland Park High School’s Marching Band Co-Directors, Mr. David Marks
and Mr. Chaz Sheridan and their staff, MPPAP President, Mrs. Joanna Van Vliet, Music in the Park
Competition Chairperson, Mrs. Kirsten Sharo and the Midland Park Performing Arts Parents. Thank
you for supporting the students! We look forward to a memorable day enjoying the music of
our young performers.

A special recognition and commendation goes to the entire music program. The NAMM Foundation has
recognized the Midland Park Public Schools for a seventh year (2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019,
2021, and 2022) for its outstanding commitment to music education with a Best Communities for Music
Education (BCME) designation.

Today is a day of pride, smiles, and success. We hope you enjoy the music!

Sincerely,

The Midland Park Public School District identies harassment, intimidation and bullying (HIB) as serious
offenses. To report an alleged HIB incident, please contact the school principal, the school’s Anti-Bullying

Specialist, and/or the District’s Anti-Bullying Coordinator. Contact information for these staff members may be
found on our district website:

www.mpsnj.org

http://www.mpsnj.org/
http://www.mpsnj.org/
http://www.mpsnj.org/
http://www.mpsnj.org/
http://www.mpsnj.org/


Midland Park High School Band Program
250 Prospect Street

Midland Park, NJ 07432

David Marks
Director of Bands

October 8, 2023

Dear Guests and Band Family,

If you were to ask any teenager about the stress they feel in life, most would talk about the
decisions that they are faced with. Do they stay home and do their school work or do they go party with
their friends? Do they do this club or that sport? Who are they going to hang out with or do they want
time alone? Whether they are deciding on where to continue their education or what classes to take,
they are constantly feeling the pressure.

Every student who performs on this eld today has made a choice to include Marching Band
as one of the decisions in the yes column. Some of them are doing it for the social experience with
their friends. Some of them are looking for an artistic outlet. Others are just excited about the arc of the
competitive season. Whatever the reason, they will all benefit in the future from the decision. Later in
life, they will have the experience of teamwork. The skill of discipline and dedication. The knowledge of
success and failure. Most importantly, a lifelong appreciation for the arts. Society is better when we
embrace the arts and everyone understands the arts allow people to be themselves.

Today we will welcome 9 local bands to our stadium. These bands represent schools that want their
students to have those experiences. Their directors have helped them through those choices and
helped them learn those lessons. Most importantly, they will all entertain us and allow us to escape
reality for a few hours. Their efforts are to be applauded.

Here at MPHS we are excited to celebrate that concept in this year’s show “Or/And.” The
Midland Park program designs eld shows through a 2 month long student input process. It allows us
to create a program that the band wants to perform and speaks to their personal thoughts and beliefs.
On the eld today we have students who play a sport, are in clubs, are student government leaders,
are at the top of their class academically, and yet each of them works together at each rehearsal to
send the message that you can make things work together and being a teenager is not just about
having one dimension.

Thanks to everyone who made today possible. The Board of Education and Administration
for their continued support of the arts and our program. To Midland Park Performing Arts Parents for
their amazing devotion to our students. To Kirstin Sharo for doing an amazing job making Music the
Park amazing in the face of so many restraints over the past 3 years and being part of our
program for 13 straight seasons. To the performers, staff members, and parents of the visiting bands
for sharing your talents with us. And most of all to all the bands that have played on this eld over
the past 26 years for reminding us that Music is something that we should all cherish. Enjoy the
afternoon!



Congratulations to the
MPHS Marching Band and

Best Wishes for an Amazing
“Music in the Park XXVI”

Kirsten Sharo
Music in the Park XXVI
Chairperson

October 8, 2023

We would like to welcome everyone to the 26th year of Music in the Park! We are so excited to be watching
the kids doing what they love out on the field again this year.

So get ready to watch and enjoy as we take a big life lesson out onto the field and explore it with fun, rhythm,
and moves.

Thank you to the Midland Park High School Administration for all they have done to make this day happen.
We are so very grateful for your efforts and support. A special thank you is offered to Dr. Cirasella, Ms.
Garvey, and Mr. Capuano, who recognize and support the arts, including our award-winning Marching Band
program.

We are so proud of our MPHS Marching Band who, under the direction of David Marks and Chaz Sheridan,
along with assistant directors Jeff Peters and Crissy Shannon, will be performing an amazing musical and
visual show. Additional dedicated staff including Brian Prokop, Shane Peterson, Kim Ackerson, Taylor
Goodson, and Spencer Pigg also help to ensure you enjoy our show!

A sincere thank you to all of the Parent Volunteers who have, once again, gone above and beyond to assist us
in planning this awesome day of marching music. Your continued support, time, and encouragement enhance
the success of this event and of our children.

Finally, thank you to all the band families and friends for sharing this day with all our children and supporting
the Arts!



All of the proceeds from today’s 50/50 will be split between
the following two scholarships:

Christopher McGarry Performing Arts Scholarship - Given in honor of
marching band parent Chris McGarry who believed that every student
should have the opportunity to participate in the arts and be given the
chance to excel to the highest level.

John Mulé Color Guard Scholarship - Given in honor of Visual Assistant
John Mulé who dedicated 13 years to the MPHS Color Guard and worked
each year to provide the students of Midland Park with a remarkable
marching band experience.

Donald S. George, was the band director at Midland Park High School from 1957-1968. During
his tenure the band grew to prominence and was known as “The Band That Never Stood Still.”
After leaving Midland Park, Dr. George moved to Wisconsin. He was professor emeritus of
music and Director of University Bands at UW-Eau Claire beginning in 1968. He was an active
member of the faculty, conducting the Symphony Band, teaching clarinet and conducting, and
serving as director of University Bands until his retirement in 1995.

During his tenure, UW-Eau Claire's band program grew to more than 250 students. The
Symphony Band played premiere performances of many major works and was selected twice
for performances at the Wisconsin State Music Convention and in 1985 performed at the
American Bandmasters Association convention. George also was elected to the American
Bandmasters Association and was a member of the National Band Association and the
International Clarinet Society.

In 1993 George helped found the Chippewa Valley Concert Band. He also served as director of
church choirs and was a foster parent for more than 20 years. A native of Newark, N.J., George
served in the U.S. Air Force and was a solo clarinetist in the Air Force Base Band from 1951 to
1953. He earned his doctorate, master of arts and bachelor of science degrees from Teachers
College of Columbia University in New York City. He also studied at Ohio Wesleyan University
in Delaware, Ohio; Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y.; and Mannes College of Music
in New York City.

Donald S. George Trophy



Today’s Judges

Laurie Kunzel - Music I 
Laurie J. Kunzle is a composer, musician, and educator from New Jersey.  She has taught for over 30 years
and has been the Director of Bands at Lakeland Regional High School in Wanaque, NJ for 25 years.  She
holds a B.S. in Music Education/ Instrumental concentration from West Chester University of Pennsylvania
and Master of Arts in Music Theory/Composition from Montclair State University.

Kunzle has composed original works for concert band and chamber ensembles and she has arranged and
composed for concert bands, marching bands and drum corps across the U.S. and England.  Her
compositions have been played by the Dallas Wind Symphony, the Ridgewood Concert Band/New Jersey
Wind Symphony, the Hanover Wind Symphony, the North Jersey Region 1 Band, and more.  She was a
winner in the Dallas Wind Symphony fanfare contest and received commissions from The First Presbyterian
Church in White Bear Lake, MN, The Ben Franklin Middle School Ridgewood, NJ, and Vernon Township HS in
Vernon, NJ.   

As a clarinetist, Kunzle has performed with the New Jersey Wind Symphony/ Ridgewood Concert Band,
concert master with the Ramapo Wind Symphony, the National Community Band in Las Vegas, the
Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, the Pennsylvania Intercollegiate Band, the Paramus Symphony, the Kennett
Symphony Orchestra and as a freelance musician.  She has conducted over 30 musicals and performed
(clarinet/saxophone) with many  theaters groups including; The Montville Barn Theater, The Oradell Players,
and West Milford Players.  She studied conducting with Mallory Thompson, Jeffrey Renshaw and Jacques
Vois, and has toured Europe with the American Music Abroad concert band as a conductor for "several
hundred high school honors musicians".

Kunzle has been involved in the Marching Arts for over 30 years teaching, writing, judging and performing. A
music educator for many marching bands and drum corps, a horn player (with the 85' Garfield Cadets),
drum major (with the six time DCA Champion Bushwackers), and brass instructor & caption head with
several drum corps. She has arranged music and worked on design teams for marching bands and drum
corps including the U.S. Coast Guard Academy Wind Jammers, Bushwackers NJ, Connecticut Hurricanes, and
Pride of Bristol of Bristol England.  

Over the years as a music educator, Kunzle has been honored and recognized for her contributions to the
community with the band programs she works with.  She has been named in Outstanding Young Women in
America for 1999, 2004, and 2010.  She was the 2011 VFW post 6765 teacher of the year, recognized as the
VFW District 1 teacher of the year and the VFW  New Jersey State High School teacher of the year for 2012.
Recently Kunzle was honored by the Knights of Columbus of Ringwood with the 2020 Community Service
Award and the Citizen of the year. She was also recognized in 2020 by the American Legion Post 246 of
Haskell NJ for service to the community.



Clifford Bialkin - Music II
Mr. Bialkin recently retired after celebrating his 32nd year as the Director of Bands at Ramsey High
School in Ramsey, New Jersey. His responsibilities included directing the award-winning Ramsey High
School Jazz Ensemble, the “Big Blue” Marching Band, Wind Ensemble, and Pit Orchestra, as well as
supervising and working with all competing groups in the department including the Winter Guard and
Percussion Ensemble. He arranged and collaborated on music performed by all the bands and ensembles
on a regular basis. Under his leadership, the groups routinely received top honors in competition and
performances both domestically and internationally. The RHS Jazz Ensemble had been a consistent
finalist at IAJE (International Association of Jazz Educators) festivals, as well as many contests and
festivals throughout the Tri-State area. Under his direction, the Ramsey High School Wind Ensemble
garnered many superior and gold ratings at state, domestic, and international festivals. In 2019 Mr.
Bialkin conducted the Music Educators of Bergen County Incorporated (MEBCI) Honors Band. In 2010,
Mr. Bialkin was selected to be the guest conductor of the Connecticut Music Educators Association
(CMEA) Western Division Jazz Ensemble. In 2003, the Ramsey Jazz Ensemble was selected to be a guest
of the Japanese government and the sole representative of the United States at the “All Japan Cultural
Arts Festival” held in Fukui, Japan. During his tenure at Ramsey, the Marching Band and Jazz Ensembles
traveled to London, England, Paris, France, and Rome Italy to participate in the New Year’s Day Parades
and festivals. Mr. Bialkin was a founding member of the Musical Arts Conference (MAC), and was on the
executive board since the inception of the association, serving in many roles including Vice President and
President. 

Currently, Mr. Bialkin is working with Marching Show Concepts (MSC) as a custom show designer, writer
and production coordinator. Mr. Bialkin is a consultant for Youth Music of The World (YMOTW) and
often serves as a clinician/judge for bands in and around the New York metropolitan area, as well as
internationally. He is a member of the Conn Selmer VIP program, and is also the assistant coordinator for
Tournament of Bands (TOB) Region 10.  Mr. Bialkin has been actively teaching in the drum corps world
since 1996. In 2003 he joined the staff at Hawthorne Caballeros for their championship run. Since then
he has been teaching, designing, programming, coordinating, and consulting multiple all age, and junior
drum and bugle corps. Mr. Bialkin has a full private studio of low brass players and is a freelance
trombonist in the NY/NJ Metropolitan area. 

Mr. Bialkin currently resides in Ramsey, New Jersey with his wife Sabrina, a teacher in the Wayne
Township Public Schools in Wayne New Jersey, and his 25-year-old son Joshua, who is a Trumpet player
attending Yale School of Music as a Masters of Music Performance Candidate.



Composer, conductor, clinician, and educator Chris M. Bernotas (b.1969) earned a Bachelor of Music
degree from William Paterson University and a Masters in the Art of Teaching from Marygrove College.
As Director of String Publications for Alfred Music, he draws upon his 28-year experience as an
instrumental music teacher in New Jersey, and brings an energetic and enthusiastic approach to the
world of music education. As a widely published composer and author, he is co-author, along with Dr.
Peter Boonshaft, of Sound Innovations: Ensemble Development for Young, Intermediate, and Advanced
Concert Band. He is also co-author, along with Dave Black, of Alfred's ground-breaking percussion
method, Sound Percussion.

As an active composer and arranger of concert band, string orchestra, and marching band music, Mr.
Bernotas is highly sought after nationwide as a composer of commissioned new works, as a guest
conductor, as an adjudicator, and as a clinician on a variety of music education topics. He currently
serves as the Brass Arranger for the Hawthorne Caballeros and is completing a commission for the
Music Educators of Bergen County Middle School Honors Band. He resides in New Jersey with his wife
Cristina and three kids.

Martin Griffin – Percussion

Chris Bernotas – Field Music

Martin Griffin received his bachelor’s degree in Music Education from William Paterson University where
he performed with the NJ Percussion Ensemble, and he also has a master’s degree in Educational
Leadership from Kean University. Marty has been a Band Director in NJ for 33 years and he is currently
the Director of Bands and Coordinator of Fine Arts at Monroe Township High School. He directed the
Marching Band for 17 years and currently directs the Wind Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble and Percussion
Ensemble. The MTHS Marching Band was crowned NJ State and National Champions in 2013 and they
were selected to represent New Jersey at the 75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor in 2016. In addition, the
MTHS Wind Ensemble has received multiple Gold and Superior ratings and they have performed at
NJPAC and Carnegie Hall and have been selected to perform at the NJ State Band Gala. Under his
direction, the MTHS Percussion Ensemble has also received numerous superior ratings and they have
been a WGI Percussion Regional Champion. 

Marty performed for five seasons with the Hawthorne Caballeros Drum and Bugle Corps, and he has
been a percussion arranger for high school bands throughout NJ since 1987, including JP Stevens High
School, a BOA regional finalist. Marty currently judges for numerous organizations including Winter
Guard International, Bands of America and Drum Corps International. Marty has judged the Drum Corps
Japan Championships held in Yokohama, Japan and he is currently the Percussion Caption Head for
Drum Corps Associates as well as judging coordinator for The Mid Atlantic Percussion Society and the NJ
Marching Band Directors Association. Marty has served as a member of the WGI Percussion Advisory
Board, and he was on the percussion staff of the Music for All Honors Band which performed in the 2022
Tournament of Roses Parade.



Carl has been involved in the marching music and pageantry arts activity for over 35 years as a
performer, instructor and visual designer. Carl has performed with several drum and bugle corps
including the Garfield Cadets and Bushwackers. He has been an instructor with the Bushwackers,
Diplomats and Cadets drum & bugle corps, Visual designer and/orcaption head for the Skyliners,
Sunrisers, Hurricanes and Jersey Surf drum corps and several marching bands including Immaculata,
Edison, Ridge, Mount Olive, and Ridgewood High Schools. His Winterguard affiliations have included
WGI Silver Medalist Pegasus, Hillsborough HS, Ridgewood HS and Bridgewater-Raritan HS. Carl has
been a member of many staffs that have won a number of DCA, DCI, WGI and Band Association
titles. Carl is active as an adjudicator for NYSFBC, USBANDS, MAC, KIDA, MAIN and is a member of
the New Jersey Network of Judges.

James Riley – Visual Performance

Judging Calculation:

Music Ensemble – 100 pts. 
Music Effect- 100pts.
Field Music- 100pts. 
Percussion- 100pts. 
Visual- 100pts. 
Color Guard- 100pts.

Total divided by 6 = Final Score.

Carl Boos – Color Guard

James Riley is an active adjudicator and clinician for USBands, Cavalcade, East Coast Judges Guild,
Drum Corps Associates, and was the youngest examiner ever to be appointed to the Royal College of
Examiners. His marching experience includes the New York Skyliners and World Champion Star of
Indiana.  He has worked as program designer, music and marching clinician, and consultant for
several area high schools and drum corps including the Hawthorne Caballeros and Fusion Core. He
has also served as Manager, Co-ordinator, and Auditions Chair for both the Bergen County Music
Educators and North Jersey Area Band. 

Mr. Riley resides in Pompton Plains with his wife Kristin and sons Liam and Aedan. Formerly the
Department Chair, Director of Bands, Musical Director, and varsity golf coach for Pequannock
Township High School, and the Coordinator of Fine and Performing Arts in Nutley, NJ, he is currently
the Business Administrator for the Rochelle Park School District. He holds his Doctorate in
Educational Leadership as well as a Bachelor of Music, Magna cum Laude, from the Hartt School of
Music; Master of Music from SUNY Purchase; Artist Diploma from the Royal Conservatory of Music,
Toronto; and a Masters of Administration and Supervision from Montclair State University.



Welcome
to the

Highland School
Band

You are the future of the MPHS Marching
Band and we are glad that you are here to

be part of this great event!

Grades 5 & 6  |  The Star Spangled Banner



Name	of	School	-	GARFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

Address	-	500 Palisade Avenue, Garfield, NJ 07026

School	Colors	- Purple & Vegas Gold

Mascot	-	Boilermaker

Enrollment	-	1203

Superintendent	of	Schools	-	Mr. Nicholas Perrapato (Interim) 

School	Principal	- Mrs. Dorotea D’Amico 

Assistant	Principal	- Mrs. Jennifer Botten & Mr. Brian Cameron

Band	Director	-		Mr. Matthew R. Goetz 

Total	Band	Members	- 28, Musicians - 21, Color Guard - 7 

Drum	Major	- Christine Bohorquez-Delgado 

Color	Guard	Captains	- Yamila Alvarado, Brianna Geer 

Repertoire: 



The 2023 Pascack Hills Marching

Broncos present STEAMPUNK.

District Administration 

Superintendent of Schools: Ms. Sarah Bilotti

Principal: Mr. Tim Wieland

Assistant Principal: Mrs. Christine Pollinger

Assistant Principal: Mr. Derek Piccini Athletic

Director: Mr. Steven Papa

Band Staff

Director: Ryan Dore

Assistant Director: Abby Aska

Color Guard Instructor: Adria Warfield

Percussion Instructor: Buddy Fox

Senior Drum Major:

Lily Plechner

Junior Drum Major:

Matthew Sheehan

Drum Captain:

Brendan Swiderski

Color Guard Captains:

Bethany Chen & Sindie Agenor

Brass Captain:

Hadyn Hopper

Woodwind Captain:

Olivia Nixon

Band President:

Julia Du

The Marching Broncos wish to thank the District Administration

for their support of the Marching Band program.

Student Leadership



 
Drum Majors: Eve Nevelos & Hannah Lewis 
Marching Sergeant: Sebastian Holland 
Marching Captain: Shavonne Farley 
Music Sergeant: Maddyn McManus 
Music Captain: Ian Wuensch 
Drum Line Captain: Juliana Kulmala 
Pit Captain: Christopher Cheff 
Band Manager: Sebastion Colaizzi 

Principal: Dr. Gregory Vacca 
Band Director: Jason Clark 
Assistant Band Director: George Creegan 
Guard Instructor and Visual Assistant: Kristin DiNapoli 
Percussion Instructors: Michael Sasson, Keith Warfield, & Brian Prokop 

Marching and Music Instructors: David Marks, Evan Wasek, Chris DeWilde, Mr. T.J., & Eric Tashji 
Music and Percussion Arrangements by: Gordon Fisher 
Drill written by: David Marks 

This year’s show features several familiar songs that all have a very specific dance that goes 
along with it. Feel free to dance along with us in the stands as you recognize the song; keep 
your eyes on the band if you are not sure…they will be giving free dance lessons! 

The Marching Braves would like to thank Midland Park and Mr. Marks for hosting this fantastic 
event We also wish everyone their “best performance yet!” 



Hackensack High School
2023 Marching Comets

Show: The Rock On Tour

Principal: Mr. James Montesano

Superintendent: Mr. Robert Sanchez

Director: Mrs. Lisa MacVicar

Asst. Director: Ms. Kathleen Owens 

Percussion Instructor: Mr. Michael MacVicar Color

Guard Instructor: Mrs. Kelly Kot

Accomplishments
2022 Midland Park Competition, 3rd Place

2019 – National Memorial Day Parade, Washington DC

Opener: Mr. Roboto
Second Selection: Queen Opener
Third Selection: Don’t Stop Believing

Group Size: 49 (45 musicians, 4 guard)

Colors: Navy Blue and Gold

Drum Majors: Marissa Dooley, Carlos Chuqui-Minchala, Julia
Thompson, Jesse Grimaldi

Section Leaders: Alyssa Yambao, Marissa Benanti, Mariel Hierro,
Shaina Alba,Rihanna JeanFrancois, Alyssa Cavallo, Kai Cavallo,
Samuel Yoon, Leah Rodriguez, and Tracey Peralta



 
Hawthorne High School 

Marching Bears 

Pure Imagination 

Daydream Believer

Somewhere Over the Rainbow

Soloists 

Musicians:

Student Leadership 

Color Guard:

 

Band Staff 

Total Band:

Hawthorne Public Schools 

 14  3 

as recorded by The Monkees
by John Stewart

from The Wizard of Oz 
by Harold Arlen and Yip Harburg

from 
by Leslie Bricusse and Anthony Newley 

 18 

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 

Grace DiSerio, baritone
Victoria Colella, trumpet 

John Kimberlin, Drum Major 
Alison Rooney, Drum Captain 
Echo Rooney, Color Guard Captain
Cathryn Rica, Woodwind Captain
Victoria Colella, Brass Captain 

Elizabeth Graber, Band Director 
Steven Franklin, Asst. Band Director
Tony Pagnozzi, Color Guard Instructor
Adam Nuzzi, Music Arranger 
Sean Ferguson, Drill Designer 

Kevin Pfister, Principal 
Art Mazzacca, Athletics Director 
Richard Spirito, Superintendent of Schools

Special thanks to the Hawthorne Band Parents Association for their help and support! 



2023 Show Repertoire

Elmwood Park Memorial High School
Marching Band Presents

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON

Drum Majors
Cristina Luongo
Paige Roberts

Field Captains
Clara Barsoum

Mourupa Ghosh
Christopher Jo

Percussion Captain
Cristina Luongo

Color Guard Captains
Savannah Claudio

Sahiti Patolia

Director
Alexandra Burke

Athletic Director
Dan Basile

Assistant Director
Adam Rack

Principal
Mrs. Corinne DiMartino

Guard Tech
Josh Switala

Superintendent
Dr. Anthony Iachetti

Selections from DreamWorks Animation’s “How to Train Your Dragon”
Music by John Powell

Arranged by Michael Brown
Drill designed by Alexandra Burke



Rock On!
Featuring:

Holiday
Uprising

High Hopes
My Songs Know What You Did in The Dark 

DRUM MAJORS: LAWRENCE NEUBURGER AND JULIA DROB

STAFF:
DIRECTOR: ERIK SLOEZEN
ASSISTANT DIRECTORS: MATTHEW HARDER AND DAVID MARKS
PERCUSSION INSTRUCTOR AND ARRANGER: LUKE SHORT
COLOR GUARD INSTRUCTOR: CRISSY SHANNON
DRILL DESIGN BY: DAVID MARKS
COLOR GUARD DESIGN BY: CRISSY SHANNON

WOODWIND: JULIA DROB
BRASS: LOGAN GOLDSMITH
DRUMLINE: EDWARD TAPPEN
PIT: OWEN FALL
COLOR GUARD: MEREDITH ROUGHGARDEN
BAND MANAGERS:  RACHEL KIM AND BRIELLE SANTALA
FIELD CAPTAINS: SARA BYKOV AND KEVIN FERENC

SECTION LEADERS:



Band Director - Mr. Joseph Cavezza

Color Guard Director – Ms. Katie Corcoran

Costume and Flag Designer - Jenna Marinelli

Drum Majors - Daniel Fencik, Neil Rana, and Elizabeth Dunlop

Section Leaders - Evan Tortora, Carlito Inductivo, Yas Carino, Abby Tobin, Mark Bershadsky

Color Guard Captains –Lauren Romzy & Marley Santana

Drill Instructors - Mr. Chaz Sheridan and Mr. Philip Mateo



PARAMUS HIGH SCHOOL SPARTAN
MARCHING BAND 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

SPARTAN MARCHING BAND STAFF 

PARAMUS HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 

Superintendent: Sean Adams 

Principal: Raymond J. Kiem 

Vice Principals: Tom Montouri and Alicia Angione

Creative Arts Supervisor: Lisa Vartanian 

Drum Majors: Irene Lee and Maria Rivera 

Field Captains: Anabelle Bido and Adrianna Coccaro

Drumline Captain: Gideon Chu 

Colorguard Captain: June Lee 

Librarians: Daniel Pedraza and Miranda Rivera 

Directors: Bob Gizzi and Tyler Adel 

Assistant Directors: Chrysten Angderson and Rich Cush

Color Guard Instructors: Angela Henderson and Jennifer Pagliaro

Drumline/Percussion Instructor: Eric Borghi 

Drill Design: David Marks 

The Spartan Marching Band proudly presents “ELVIS!” featuring
some of The King’s most popular songs including Hound Dog,

Jailhouse Rock, Heartbreak Hotel, and more!! 

The “Pride of Paramus” Paramus High School Spartan Marching Band
is the 2008, 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015, and 2016 Music in the Park

Marching Band Competition winners. The Spartan Band can also be
seen at PHS football games, parades, and community events. 



Who do you want to be? Midland Park’s 2023 program, “Or /
And” follows the thoughts of a high school student trying to
decide his way in life. Does he want to be the scholar, partier,
or artist? Life is about choices. Sometimes we don’t have to

choose from the extremes but rather we can bring things
together to make our own path.

The show includes original music by staff composer Taylor
Goodson as well as “I Go To Extremes” by Billy Joel and

“Come Together” by the Beatles.



2023 Midland Park High School Marching Band

Field Drum Major & Lead Drum Major

2023 Competition Schedule

September 23, 2023 - Pequannock, NJ (USBANDS)
September 24, 2023 – Copiague, NY (NYSFBC)
September 30, 2023 – Ramsey, NJ (USBANDS)

October 8, 2023 - Music in the Park (IND)
October 16, 2023 - Sachem, NY NYSFBC)

October 21, 2023 - Wayne Hills, NJ (NJMEA)
October 22, 2023 - Kingston, NY (NYSFBC)
October 28, 2023 - Norwich, NY (NYSFBC)

October 29, 2023 - Syracuse, NY (NYSFBC Championships)



The 2023 MPHS Marching Band

The Officers

Lead Drum Major – Tori Guarini

Drum Major – Elissa Adamo

Field Captain - Grace Pagano

Music Captain - Matt Oliveri

Guard Captains - Sam Cebulski, Olivia Schaefer

Pit Captain - Ella Sharo

Drumline Captain - Carl Meyer



Band Staff 2023

Co-Directors - David Marks and Chaz Sheridan

Assistant Director (Music) – Jeff Peters

Assistant Director (Visual) – Crissy Shannon

Color Guard Director - Kim Ackerson

Music Arr./ Consultant - Taylor Goodson

Percussion - Brian Prokop

Percussion Consultant - Spencer Pigg

Music Assistants – Shane Peterson

Visual Consult. – TJ Marks

Music Consultant - Ryan Mitchell

Equipment Director – Mark Schaeffer



The 2023 MPHS Marching Band

The Seniors

Marching Band Performances

Dome 2018 – SS3 - 3rd Place
Dome 2019 – SS3 - Champions

Dome 2020 – Cancelled
Dome 2021 - SS2 - 5th Place (Record High Score)

Dome 2022 - SS2 - 6th Place
Dome 2023 -SS2 - ???



The 2023 MPHS Marching Band

The Brass Section

The Woodwind Section



The 2023 MPHS Marching Band

The Color Guard

The Percussion Section



Thank You Seniors for 6 Wonderful Years!!!



Special shout out to Mr. Marks, Mr. Sheridan and Staff for your

continued years of dedication to marching band students!

To our marching band students, good luck for a successful

season.  Exhibit your best and reach for the stars!!!

Thank you to all our members who generously donate their time

and participate in fundraisers to help keep the Performing Arts

thriving at MPHS.  Celebrating 66 years of excellence both in

and out of school and both on and off the field!



VISIT THE BAND ONLINE AT
WWW.MPHSARTS.ORG

Thank you to the entire competition
committee and all of today’s

worker’s for a great day! You are the
people that make this day happen! 



Come support us at the
Dome at Syracuse University

on October 29, 2023 at 11:20 am
as we compete in the

New York State Field Band
Championships.

Even better, if you are a student,
come march with us in 2024!

Love the MPHS Marching Band?

Due to Copyright Restrictions

Video Recording of any of today’s
performances is prohibited without the

permission of the individual band director of
the performing band



Best of Luck to the MPHS Marching Band



Congratulations to our All-Americans
You made us all Very Proud!



Tori Guarini - Drum Major

inspiring
…

and Grandma

whats next for each of you!
gift to the world, we can’t wait to see

To her friends - We are so happy to have
watched you all grow up, you are each a

her - thank you for teaching, leading and

more than we ever could have imagined.
7th grade. Over 6 years, she has learned
a leap of faith and joined marching band in

are proud doesn’t begin to sum it up. Enjoy

teamwork, dedication, leadership and made

This little girl fell in love with music. She took

She grew up and learned valuable lessons in

friendships that will last a lifetime. To say we

every moment of your senior season! Love your

To all the drum majors and leaders who came before

biggest fans - Mom, Dad, Ella, Will, Grammie, Pop Pop,

To	the	staff	-	you are all incredible and we are
grateful for each and everyone of you. Your talent
and gifts are truly special.  



Dear Matt, 
We hope you have an amazing season with the marching band. 
You have come so far since your rookie season and it’s wonderful 
that you earned the opportunity to serve as an officer this year. 
We are not only proud of your accomplishments but of the 
person that you are. You stay true to yourself, never compromise 
your values and live up to your commitments. Keep doing what 
you love and know that we will always be there to support you 
and cheer you on from the stands.
All our love, 
Mom & Dad (and Piper)



Good luck in marching band this year, Matt! Your work ethic and
dedication are amazing and I know you will have an awesome season.
I’m so proud of you! 

Love, Aunt J (and Bane)

Matt,
We’re so excited to see you back on the field with the marching 
band! We are always so proud of you and love to see you 
growing as a musician and performer every year. 
Best of luck and hope you have a great season!
All our love,
Grandma and Pop



Sam and Eddie, 

Love,
Mom, Dad, Sadie…and of course Randi and Cliff

We can’t believe this is your senior year Sam! We have truly loved watching
the two of you share the field throughout these years and will always hold

these memories in our hearts. We couldn’t be more proud of both of you and
all the hard work and dedication you both put in as student performers and

simultaneously student-athletes! Juggling all the things you love is not easy,
but you both do it with such amazing grace. Wishing you both and the MPHS

Marching Band the best season this year. We love you so much!

2023

2019

2020

2021

2022



Madison Abbate
We cannot believe that 6 years of Marching Band
have flown by! Watching you do something that

you truly enjoy is one of the greatest joys for us as
your parents! Proud is an understatement and we
hope that even after band is over, you carry this

pride with you to new experiences in life.

Then… and…. Now!

Love,

We love you!!

Mom, Dom & Stella



Julianna and Riley Butler

Wishing you both a great time in your final band
season together! There has never been a closer pair of

sisters. Watching the two of you work together for the past
few years has been a remarkable experience. All the time,

dedication, and sacrifice it takes to be part of this band
program has been worth it.

Jules, as you move on from High school take the
lessons you’ve learned on the field and apply them to your

life. Good luck Jules, Riley, and the Midland Park 2023
Marching Band!

Love, The Butler Family



Corey,

You continue to amaze us with your ability and
perseverance. It has been wonderful watching you
grow as a musician. Enjoy your last year in the
Marching Band!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Melanie, Bailey, and Kady



Congratulations Declan on your senior year, I hope it is the best one yet!
And thank you for introducing me to the world of marching band, I have
enjoyed every moment of it!! Love Mom, Dad, L ogan and Noah

“right at this moment you’re totally cool, and you are in the prime of your life”



Love, Mom, Dad and Finneas

Gideon We love cheering you on when you perform and push
yourselves through new challenges.

Eleanor The last 4 seasons have been filled with fun,
friendship and laughter. Always work to be the best you and
keep on shining!

Three fun, fast seasons with you both on the field together!
We hope 2023 is your best one yet!



El-

Good luck and have fun in your last year of marching band!

Love,
Grammy

El-

This is it!!!! Senior year! Now that you have learned the krabby patty secret
formula, bring us some sweet, sweet victory. Have a fabulous season El
and the MPHS Marching Band!!

Lots of love -
Mom, Dad, Steph and John, Patrick, Grace and Dakota

Photo credit: Rich Formicola





Melanie,

We are so proud of your accomplishments
in marching band this year! Continue to
work hard and be sure to have fun!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Corey, Bailey, and Kady



Elizabeth
We are so proud of who you have become and the

accomplishments you have achieved. We wish you the very
best on the next chapter of your life. Reach for the stars,
don’t settle for less because you deserve true happiness.

"Take pride in how far you have come,

and have faith in how far you can go.”

To the marching band staff, we are beyond impressed
with your abilities to challenge our students and are
grateful for you and all your efforts. Thank you from

the bottom of our hearts.



Love you babe, I’ll do better next year….

Hey kiddo, Sorry this is kinda lame, I’m beat tired, this is due
at midnight, and I have zero good ideas so, we’re mighty proud
of you kid. Love you always in all ways, Mom Dad Ev & Jack 

Since I have to fill this page, something to make you smirk; 



Madison Teitsma

You make us SO proud!! Keep using
that music talent to do amazing
things. We absolutely love hearing
you play. Good luck with the rest of
marching band season!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Jake, Ollie and Stick

—-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From your friends at

Congratulations and best of luck to the 2023 MPHS Marching Band!
You make this community so proud!



 

Kaylee, 

Good luck on your 4th marching band season!
We can’t wait to hear you play! 

Lots of Love, 
Mom, Dad, and William 



Congratulations JD on joining the Marching Band! Keep on
marching and having fun! You are a Superhero, Baseball

Champ, Big Brother, and of course our incredible,
Affectionate Grandson! Keep marching and having fun!

🥁🥁🎶🎉🎉❤❤👏👏

Love and kisses Grammy and Grandpa



JD BOROWSKI

“Music is a more potent instrument than any other for
education because rhythm and harmony find their way into

the inward places of the soul. – Plato”

Dearest JD,

My heart is full knowing you found your true love in music and

entertainment. Please continue to enjoy performing for all of us as much

as we enjoy watching you showcase your talents.

Love always - Lola



“Who Do You Want To Be?”
Follow your heart and be true to yourself.

Just know you’re already amazing!!
We are very Proud of you!

Love,
Mom, Dad and Matthew



Daniel,

You are an amazing young man and an incredible trumpet
player. Congrats on your third year of Marching Band.
We’re so proud of you and your continued perseverance.
Love you to the stars and back ~ Mom and Dad



Love, Mom, Dad, Matt, Chris and Macy

Dear Amanda,
You have been watching Marching Band competitions since
you were 2 years old, this is finally your year to compete!!
We are so thrilled to watch you perform on the field!! Keep
holding your flute high and reaching for the stars! Wishing
you and all of the MPHS Marching Band good luck at Music in
the Park. A special thank you to Mr Marks and the MPHS
Marching Band Staff for always bringing out the best in our
kids!









Nicholas,
we could not be prouder of all that you have
accomplished as a percussionist. We can’t wait to see
what else is ahead of you! 
Good luck and enjoy your season! 

Love,
Mom, Dad, Luke, Callie, & Pepper

Thanks to the band staff and good luck to the whole band!



Dear Elissa, 

We’ve loved watching you 
perform and grow with the 
marching band over the past 
five years. So beyond proud 
of all your accomplishments
and dedication to the band.
Enjoy the rest of this season 
and have a great show!

Love,
Grace, Eli, Mom & Dad 



Vanny, it’s your 5th marching band season,
and we are so proud of you. We love
watching you get onto the field and perform
your heart out. We love you so much and
can’t wait to see this show in the Dome.
Love,
Dad, Mom, Jackie, and David.



Amazing Grace Louise,
Thank you f  sharing your love of music

wi  me and wi   e w ld.
I love you always and f ever,

Grandmama



Zeel and Tej 

Dear Amanda,
Wishing you a great Marching Band Season! It’s finally

your turn to take the field! You make me so proud. Love to
hear your music fill the stadium. Keep marching and
playing your flute. Love you to the moon and back.

Love, Grandma
XOXO









The Midland Park High School Performing Arts Parents and the
MPHS Marching Band would like to thank members of our

community for their generous donations, services and support for
 “Music In The Park XXVI”

Abma’s Farm

Dunkin Donuts - Midland Park

Goffle Road Poultry Farm

Grosso’s La Strada Gourmet Deli

Midland Park Ambulance

Midland Park Bagels

Midland Park Cleaners

Midland Park DPW

Midland Park Police Department

Midland Park Recreation Baseball

Mimi’s Cookies

Parkwood Deli

Richard Charles, Chef

Santoni’s Pizza - Ridgewood

Starbucks - Midland Park

Stop & Shop - Emerson

Stop & Shop - Franklin Lakes

Stop & Shop - Ridgewood

Stop & Shop - Wyckoff

The Fresh Grocer - Washington Twp

Valley Tent Rental

Wegmans - Montvale

Zuidema’s Septic Service

And, of course, Parents of MPHS
Marching Band Members

THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO!



Music in the Park XXVI
October 8, 2023

Time

1:00
1:10
1:25
1:40
1:55

2:10

2:30
2:45
3:00
3:15
3:30

3:50

4:10

Ensemble

Star Spangled Banner
Garfield High School
Pascack Hills Reg. High School
Indian Hills Reg. High School
Hackensack High School

Intermission

Hawthorne High School
Elmwood Park High School
Ramapo Reg. High School
Rutherford High School
Paramus High School

Midland Park High School

Awards

Group C
Group C
Group C
Group
A

Group D
Group D
Group B
Group B
Group B

Exhibition

21
22
28
43

14
18
34
34
38

35

Classification Musicians

28
27
32
47

18
23
39
42
46

45

Total


